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reveal bands of clerestory windows. These
bring daylight indoors while minimizing the
light that escapes the building during night-
time sporting events. The architecture rein-
forces campus hierarchy, emphasizes
craftsmanship, and is a good neighbor to
nearby homes.

However, the gymnasium architecture is
only a small component of a larger land-plan-
ning story. In fact, the gym was not included in
the original scope of work. Instead, architects
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After exploring options to convert the old
ym into classrooms or build around it, Kratzer
and Meyer suggested an alternative project.
They made a case for building a new multi-use
gym in order to form an ideal site plan with flex-
bility for future growth. Architectural historian
George Thomas reinforced the argument, en-
couraging the school to maintain the mansion’s
sense of prominence and elegance. Under-
standing the mansion as an asset to prospec-
tive students and families resonated with
Rosemont and helped move the idea forward.

“To the school’s credit, they took their
time,” explained Kratzer. “The school and
building committee had a notion of where

they wanted to go, but they still explored op-
tions.” Both the client and architects thor-
oughly evaluated the school's long-term
needs rather than focusing on short-term ob-
jectives. “The gym was built to create a site
for the original project,” said Meyer. Re-
thinking the initial task resulted in better so-
lutions for the entire campus.

In a reconsidered site plan, the gym helped

strengthen the Rosemont School identity and
ensure its continued vitality. The entire pro-
gram of academic expansion, including the
new gym, is folded behind the perspective of
the mansion. This $15 million effort included
three phases: the O'Neill Gymnasium was built
in 2007; a new academic wing completed in
November 2008 integrates with the existing
building and offers flexible spaces for future
growth; and the mansion is being renovated
as an administrative center and campus show-
piece with completion anticipated in spring
2009. The sound of students singing from its
restored music room will greet all who enter
the school’s main doors.
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